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past year will certainly be ranked among the
best in New York State high school athletics:

GIRLS LACROSSE TEAM

Brittany Barry
Kerin Boghosian
Katie Cox
Meghan Crisafulli
Erin Daly
Bradie Dwyer
Jackie Fiore
Lauren Gallagher
Ali Holland
Brittany Jesser
Kaitlain Kamrowski
Meg Lindsay

Allie Lloyd
Kerry McCaffrey
Ali McDonough
Tara McKennett
Anna Mitchell
Jenna Piscopo
Jessie Riccio
Meghan Rose
Caitlin Sotell
Kristin Strief
Meg Sullivan
Erin Walters

I would also like to extend special recogni-
tion to Garden City High School Head Girls
Lacrosse Coach Diane Chapman, Assistant
Coach Janet Walsh, Principal John Okulski,
and Athletic Director Nancy Kalafus.

Once again, congratulations to all the stu-
dents, coaches, and parents on this wonder-
ful achievement.
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TRIBUTE TO ABE ROSENTHAL

HON. CHRISTOPHER H. SMITH
OF NEW JERSEY

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, July 23, 2002

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Mr. Speaker, I
rise to pay tribute to Abe Rosenthal, the New
York Times journalist who received the Presi-
dential Medal of Freedom earlier this month
for his consistently insightful comments on
human rights, and his outspoken defense of
persecuted Christians and Jews throughout
the world.

Many observers of foreign affairs have dif-
ficulty believing that Christians in the modern
era have been, and continue to be, per-
secuted on a wide-scale basis throughout the
world. Rosenthal’s articulate and passionate
writings helped bring much-needed awareness
to their plight. In 1997 alone, he wrote over 20
stories about persecuted Christians, detailing
the plight of Christians in a wide variety of re-
gions, including China, the Sudan, and Paki-
stan.

The awareness he raised about people of
many different faiths who suffer religious per-
secution helped win passage of the historic
‘‘International Religious Freedom Act of 1998’’
which established the United States Commis-
sion on International Religious freedom, and
laid out a framework for denying foreign as-
sistance to egregious violators of religious
freedom.

I was very proud to have had a direct hand
in writing portions of that legislation. I person-
ally chaired several hearings on religious per-
secution around the world, and my committee
covered the persecution of every faith. We
took testimony from Muslim Uighurs, who are
persecuted by Communist China; the world-
wide problem of Anti-Semitism; as well as per-
secution against Christians.

The creation of the Commission and the of-
fice of the Special Ambassador, as well as the
institution of the annual Religious Freedom
Reports, were among a number of measures
provided by Congressman Frank Wolf s land-
mark legislation on international religious free-
dom, which my committee—the Subcommittee
on International Operations and Human
Rights—marked up in 1997, and enacted by
Congress in 1998. All these measures rep-

resented important steps toward helping mil-
lions of people around the world who are per-
secuted simply because they are people of
faith. But the Reports themselves clearly dem-
onstrate that we need to do more.

Some find it odd that a man who has be-
come such a great champion for persecuted
Christians is himself Jewish. But this is not
really so unusual when you look beneath the
surface. When Rosenthal learned that Chris-
tians suffered for their faith, while most in the
world have turned a blind eye, he felt com-
pelled to act. The Jewish community has a
special sensitivity to religious persecution, be-
cause when it happens, it almost always hits
their community first. ‘‘Never again’’ has a
special meaning to a community that was al-
most exterminated while the rest of the world
looked on and watched.

Rosenthal’s passionate and steadfast desire
to speak out for basic human dignity was for-
mulated in a profound way because of a brutal
murder that occurred in 1964 in Queens early
in his career with the New York Times. In that
year, a woman named Catherine Genovese
was brutally murdered in her own neighbor-
hood. Although approximately 38 of her neigh-
bors heard her cries for help, not one person
responded as she was stabbed over 30 times.

The incident caused Rosenthal to question
our responsibility to speak out against injus-
tice, not just for a neighbor suffering in our
midst, but for all those who suffer injustice and
persecution throughout the world. ‘‘I am not
going to be one of the 38,’’ he said—one of
those who failed to speak out or act.

I am proud to say that Mr. Rosenthal has
remained true to his promise. He has consist-
ently spoken out on behalf of those suffering
for their faith. He has acted boldly not only
through moving readers and inspiring per-
secuted Christians all over the globe, but also
by challenging leaders of government who
would rather not be bothered by the sufferings
of the oppressed, and business leaders bent
on a drive for profits above all else. He has
moved many to show a concern for basic
human rights and re-evaluate their priorities.

Mr. Rosenthal, you have acted, speaking
out on behalf of so many, and you have called
so many others, including us here in this Con-
gress to do the same. For this, you deserve
our thanks and praise.
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PAYING TRIBUTE TO THE LAO
VETERANS OF AMERICA, MICHI-
GAN CHAPTER

HON. MIKE ROGERS
OF MICHIGAN

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, July 23, 2002

Mr. ROGERS of Michigan. Mr. Speaker, I
rise today in recognition of the Lao Veterans
of America, Michigan Chapter. These veterans
who served in the United States ‘‘Secret
Army’’ are Hmong and Lao combat soldiers.
They served in Laos during the Vietnam War
from 1961 until 1975.

The Lao Veterans of America is made up of
tens of thousands of Hmong and Lao combat
veterans and their families who played a his-
toric role in the covert operations during the
Vietnam conflict era. Fearless Hmong men,
women and children fought and died alongside
U.S. soldiers. It is reported that approximately

35,000 to 40,000 Hmong soldiers lost their
lives in combat, 50,000 to 58,000 were
wounded, and 2,500 were missing in action.
Even when the war had ended, North Viet-
namese Communist forces continued to com-
mit deadly acts of violence on the innocent
people of Laos.

The Lao Veterans of America represent a
group of selfless men and women, who risked
their lives in the fight for world freedom and
democracy. Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues
to join me in recognizing the Lao Veterans of
America, Michigan Chapter, for their out-
standing efforts and contributions to this world.
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HONORING ALBERT NI ON HIS
FIRST PLACE FINISH AT THE
MATHCOUNTS CHAMPIONSHIPS

HON. JUDY BIGGERT
OF ILLINOIS

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, July 23, 2002

Mrs. BIGGERT. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
recognize Albert Ni for placing first at the
MATHCOUNTS Championships. As an eighth-
grader from Kennedy Junior High School in
Lisle, Illinois, Albert defeated 227 other com-
petitors to finish first in the nation as an indi-
vidual champion.

This year was Albert’s second time partici-
pating in the MATHCOUNTS competition, im-
proving on his 37th place finish in the nation
last year. At the competition this year, Albert
aimed to place in the top three in the indi-
vidual competition, but far surpassed his goal
by placing first. As the MATHCOUNTS Indi-
vidual National Champion, Albert received an
$8,000 college scholarship, a computer, and a
trip to space camp.

Additionally, Albert competed as a member
of the hard-working and talented Illinois team,
which included Christopher Chang, Greg
Gauthier, and Jeffrey Kuan. In the
MATHCOUNTS Team Championships, the Illi-
nois team finished second in the country after
a team from California—an impressive accom-
plishment.

The success of Albert and his teammates
demonstrates the excellence in education that
the communities and schools in Illinois—and
in the 13th Congressional District in par-
ticular—have always worked hard to achieve.
Our students and teachers know that a solid
math and science education is key to future
success, and competitions like
MATHCOUNTS simply underscore that stu-
dents in Illinois and the 13th Congressional
District are leading the way to excellence in
mathematics.

This fall Albert will attend the Illinois Mathe-
matics and Science Academy and he is look-
ing forward to continuing his involvement in
math competitions at the high school level. We
wish him much continued success.
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. EVA M. CLAYTON
OF NORTH CAROLINA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, July 23, 2002

Mrs. CLAYTON. Mr. Speaker, on Thursday
afternoon July 18, 2002, I was called back to
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